
seldom had numbered pages. If numbering ex-
isted, it got cut off when the manuscript was
bound.

Thus, to refer to a certain place in a book, the
learned men and pious women of the period often
used multiple-strand ribbon bookmarks that were
either fastened directly to the top of the book
binding or loose, fastened onto an anchor - a but-
ton, a knot, a fabric bolster - on top. The bottom
ends were finished with e.g. beads or tassels.

This far only some 30 medieval or Renaissance
bookmarks are known, the delicate ribbons pre-
served by the manuscript they were used in. How-
ever, this type of bookmarks are common in
paintings, used in prayer books or by learnedmen
like Jerome who did the official Bible translation
into Latin, the Vulgata.

Hand-braided
multiple-strandbookmark

Thisbookmarkisinspiredbytheamedievalfin-
gerloopbraidedbookmark,preservedinaman-
uscriptfrom1436.Itishand-braided,following
15thcenturyinstructionsforflat5-loopbraids,
andtheendsarefinishedwithbeads.Instead
oftheoriginalmaterialssilkandlinen,modern
space-dyedcottonhasbeenusedforaffordabil-
ityandaccessibility.
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